Corticobasal degeneration presenting with progressive conduction aphasia.
We report the case of a woman with primary progressive aphasia (PPA) presenting with conduction aphasia. Neurological findings showed bilateral finger tremor and signe de poignet figé in her right hand. Memory, orientation, and activities of daily living were well preserved. Linguistic examination showed severe impairment in repetition, fluent spontaneous speech with phonemic paraphasia, and relatively well preserved comprehension. Limb-kinetic apraxia and parkinsonism were not observed during the course of her illness. T1-weighted magnetic resonance imaging revealed severe atrophy of the left temporal lobe and dilatation of the left Sylvian fissure. Neuropathological findings demonstrated the most severe atrophy in the left superior temporal gyrus and Gallyas-Braak-positive or phosphorylated tau-immunoreactive cytoskeletal structures, which were consistent with corticobasal degeneration (CBD). We speculate that the progressive conduction aphasia of our patient might have been caused by left temporal lobe impairment. We suggest that progressive conduction aphasia may be a feature of CBD presenting with PPA.